
International Village Shop
Documentation from related activities 

Workshops
Examples of earlier cross-cultural and inter-disciplinary workshops organised by public works.
All workshops start with an open brief. Participants develop a collaborative brief for a new 
produce through brainstorming and conversations about their local activities, particular 
knowledge, memories, skills and materials.

Workshop with the women from the village of Höfen and product Designer Angelika Seeschaaf from eeaa-design, London

Workshop with 12 young people from Barrow upon Soar and Sports Technologists from Loughborough University.

Workshop with members of the local Chinese community in Colchester 
and design and craft professionals.

Workshop with Royal Park gardeners, members 
of the visiting public and product design students.



Shops
Inter-cultural and pan-national trade
All partners have been working with shop as a format in earlier projects. 
Shop settings can be temporary or semi-permanent. They include stalls at the annual village 
fete, installations in exhibitions, honesty boxes, etc.

Mobile stall roaming Kensington Gardens as part of Park Products.

The Honesty Box at Grizedale Arts with seasonal produce
from Lawson Park Garden and outputs from artist commissions.

Shop setting during the annual village fete in Höfen. Honesty table by Somewhere at Leeds Art Gallery.



Produce Films
The films are short documentaries to explain the background of each new local produce.
They start with brief introductions to the geographical context. They then explain the narratives 
and ideas behind the produce. The story follows the participants and producers in their every-
day routines and environment. The films are based on the concept of “handling things” and try 
to communicate on a non-language basis. They will be shown at shop settings as well as on the 
project website.

Cinematographer Annmarie Lean-Vercou filming local participants and makers on site.

Produce films are shown during shop settings, 
here at the Royal Academy during the GSK Contemporary Season.



Produce Development and Making
Two examples of locally developed and produced objects: 

The Chompost Bar for Kensington Gardens, as part of the Park Products project by public works.

Gardeners talk with product designers about the enormous mountain of collected leaves in the 
centre of Kensington Gardens, which is turned into organic (royal) compost.

The compost is filled into molds which are the shape of 
chocolate bars.  They are pressed overnight, using heavy 
machinery at the local yard.

The compressed and dried bars become “Chompost Bars”.



Produce Development and Making

The Butterspoon for the village of Höfen, Southern Germany.

The residents of Höfen are locally called “the frogs”, because of a frog pond in the wet fields next to the entance 
to the village. This is picked up as a theme for a new village produce.

The story of the frog that falls into a pot of cream is picked up. The frog has to swim and swim in order to not drown. 
The cream slowly turns into butter. The frog can escape and leaves its footprint in the butter.

The “Butterspoon” is made from porcelain in a nea-by porcelain workshop.
The spoon is offered together with fresh homemade butter from the village.


